
 

 

COPD.net 

Worldwide, over 
3 million people die 

annually from 
COPD. 1 

In the United States, an 
estimated 16-24 million 

adults are living with 
COPD. 2 

Approximately 85-90% 
of COPD cases are 

caused by cigarette 
smoking. 2 

Exposure to air pollution, 
coal dust, fumes, and 

other irritants can cause 
COPD. 2 

COPD is the 
third-largest killer in 
the United States. 3 

COPD research funding 
is less than 10% than 

that of cancer and heart 
disease. 3 

1. Healthline, https://www.healthline.com/health/copd/facts-statistics-infographic#3 
2. American Lung Association, https://www.lung.org/assets/documents/research/copd-trend-report.pdf 
3. Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-cancer-cancer/cancer-overtakes-heart-disease-as-
biggest-rich-world-killer-idUSKCN1VO0VP 
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